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eopy of that interesting paper on emancipation in Cuba? Preeident
Qr&Dt, in our judgment, struck the keynote (or the emancipation of the
island in those brief remarks in liis late annual Message on the question of the emancii)ation of the i^laves thereof.

The

insurgents, in

pro-

claiming their revolt, proclaimed the abolitii n of slavery, because they
foresaw the consequences to iSpain, and our government, in taking up
th« hint and in pushing the cause ot emancii)ation at Madrid, next to the
proclamation of belligerent rights for the CubauF, is doing the best thing
it can fairly do for the cause of Cuban independence.

Upon

this point

we

call

again upon the four millions of emancipated

blacks of the United States to prosecute in every city and town of the
Union the agitation which they inaugurated recently in Cooper Institute
for an active diplomatic intervention on the part of our government in be
half of the liberation of the four hundred thousand slaves of Cuba for in
the united voice of the colored voting element of the United States, seven
;

hundred thousand strong, there is a power in behalf
which cannot be disregarded at Wathington.

of liberty to the slave

SPANISH SLAVES.

An

Eloquent Appeal

to

M.

Zorilla hy English, French,

Members of the Paris Anti-Slavery Conference
jnediate Emancipation Necessary.
[From Le

Some members
M.

of

SiecU.]

Conference sent to
Council of Ministers of His Majesty the King

of Spain, an address, in the most eloquent

an immediate emancipation of the slaves

The following

Dutch and Polish
Absolute and Im-

the International Anti Slavery

Zorilla, President of the

Rico.

— An

is

the text

MONSIEIIB THE PRESIDENT

and pressing terms,

in the islands of

in favor of

Cuba and Porto
'

:

— We,

International Anti-Slavery Conference,

the undersigned,

which met

in

members

of the

Paris in 1867,

who

humanity, associated to take part in the work
oi abolishing slaver}', see, with sorrow, that this criminal institution still
exists in the isles of Cuba and Porto Rico.
When, in 1868, the provisional government declared the right of the
Spanish people to political liberty, we had, for the time being, the hope

to-day, with other friends of

that

it

would recognize,

at the

same time, the

still

more sacred

right of

the slaves in the Spanish colonies to personal liberty, and that, following
the noble example of the provisional government of France in 1848,
diate and absolute emancipation

would be decreed.

imme-

That hope has not

realized.
Against our expectations in this respect, the new constituadopted by the Cortes in 1869 completely ignored the existence of
slavery, and the governmeat was constantly opposing the efforts of the
abolitionist party to do justice to the slave population of the Spanish
Antilles. In the meanwhile the major part of the Porto Ricans claimed
immediate emancipation. There was also a very considerable number in
Cuba in favor of the absolute abolition of slavery, without counting the
insurgents, who had so decreed.
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