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gallant Cubans, who
have battled heroically under a banner which is the symbol
of manhood equality, have for more than a quarter of a century, insisted upon the abolition of slavery both in Cuba and

possessions near our

own
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And among the first of the official acts of the
Cuban Republic was to declare the unconditional emancipaPorto Rico.

tion of the slaves within its jurisdiction (applause),
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the most disheartening obstacles that ever beset any people

public are absolutely
to

in their struggle for liberty.

Before entering upon this work

my

duty to ascertain the exact position of the two
parties now striving for the mastery in the Island of Cuba,
and to make sure, with which party could we unite, to secure
immediate and unconditional freedom to the half million of
enslaved, who for years have tilled the soil of Cuba and
brought untold wealth to their S})anish masters and have
it

became

fastened the chains of slavery on themselves.
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