MINUTES

OF CONSULTATION CONVENTION.

15

that the chain -gang system in Georgia had been established by the Re¬
publican party, stated that the present penitentiary and chain-gang
system of the state was established by the Democratic Legislature and
Governor James M. Smith.
He showed that Avhen the Republican
Legislature met, Governor Jenkins and John Jones, the state treasurer,
had sent every dollar of the State's money out of the State and that
there was not a dollar to feed and clothe the State's convicts.
To save
convicts from starving they were hired out temporarily, but not as at
present.
The paper was referred to the penitentiary committee.
The
order of business was suspended

to allow presentation

of resolutions.

The following resolutions was read and referred without debate:
By J. W. Searles,
Whereas, There are many colored voters who fail to pay their poll-tax,
therefore be it

Resolved. That each member of this Convention not only pay his own polltax but urge every man in his county to do the same.
Referred to Committee on Resolutions.
Resolution of Rev. C. Max Manning referred to Committee on

Penitentiary.
A public collection was taken.

Adjourned to

9 a.

m., Thursday.

THURSDAY MORNING.

was

The President called the Convention to order at 9 o'clock. Prayer
offered by Rev. J. B. L. Williams.
Minutes of Wednesday were

read, corrected and approved.
Col. W. A. Pledger offered the following which was referred to
Committee on Resolutions :
Whereas, There is constant complaint concerning the Negro not learning
trades and producing more thieves than the Caucasian race.
Resolved, That we suggest to those who complain that they open their
doors to machine shops and establish Technological schools out of the state
treasury as is done for the white youth, and raise the wages of colored female
cooks and common laborers and such mechanics as we have to the extent that
the laborer receives the worth of his hire ; and then will there be plenty
Negro mechanics and no more Negro thieves than whites.
A. S. Thurmond, Esq., offered the following which was referred
to Committee on Resolutions :
Resolved, That the Anarchist troubles at Chicago
notice that the lives of American citizens are in danger
States is the dumping ground of Foreign criminals.

in 1887 is sufficient
long as the United

so

Maj. S. W. Easley moved that a committee of five, including the
president and one secretary, be appointed to have the proceedings of
this Convention printed in pamphlet form provided the means can be
raised for so doing.
Motion adopted.
Col. W. A. Pledger offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That while we deplore the necessity, we commend the courage
of the colored people of Charleston and Greenville, S. C., in raising money to
defend the colored men who lynched the white man who had outraged the
colored woman near Greenville, S. C., thus carrying out the idea of imitation
of our white brothers.
This resolution was adopted, but after some further discussion

Rev. E. K. Love, Bishop Turner, Capt. J. W. Lyons, Rev.
D. McHarton, Col. W. A. Pledger, Rev. C. T. Walker, Capt. Wimbish, Vice-President Brown, the resolution was reconsidered and re¬
ferred to a committee of three, consisting of Capt. J. W. Lyons, Col.
W. A. Pledger and Rev. E. K. Love to be remodeled.
A number of resolutions were offered and referred to appropriate
by

committees.

