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nounce that the law bears its evi] fruits. The committee dismi.'-s the con
sideration of this dark subject with the recommendation that the Convention
urge upon our next Legislature the necessity of an amendment to this law
that will punish as rigidly for all carnal intercourse between the two races,
unlawfully carried on, as it punishe'- ilicm for intermarrying. If the Legis
lature do this, they will sliow a willingness to stop-tlie tide of immorality
that now makes such inroads upon the morals of some of our most promis
ing females.
F R E E SC H O O L S .

Constitution, and laws made in pursuance thereof, make provision
for the education of the youth of the State, without regard to race or pre
vious condition. Further, tliey make provision t!:at cities may assume the
control of school affairs within their limits, on ci-ndition that they make a
special taxation upon their property in order to lengthen the school term to
ten months. What we complain of is, that notwithstanding the Constitu
tion, laws, courts, and the Board of Kducation have decided that provision
for each race must be equal and impartial, many cities make shameful dis
crimination because the colored pieople ilo not own as much property on
which to pay taxes as the white people do, in proportion to the number of
children in each race. I hey utterly refuse to give colored schools the same
provision as to character of buildings, furniture, number and grade of teach
ers as required by law. I he result of this discrimination is, that the white
schools of such cities show good fruit, while tin- colored show poor fruit or
none at all. We here say that this charge ot discrimination is not made
against all cities, but against only such as n-ally discriminate. And again,
there are many colored teachers appoinie<l mainly on account of their per
sonal relation with the individuals composing the Boards, and not with ref
erence to the peculiar needs of the pupils to be benefitted, neither the fitness
of the teacher nor the wishes of patrons.
We are glad to say, however, that many school boards, exclusively white,
do their full duty towards colored schools. Still we deem it proper and just,
in recognition of our rights, to assist in supervising and controlling, to have
some colored man or men appointed on school boards in cities where there
is a large number of colored pupils and patrons—especially where suitable
men can be found. We make no complaint against the provision made by
the Legislature of our State for the education of our children, but against
the partial nianner in which those provisions are executed by some of the
local authorities.
T R E A T M E N T (»F C O N V IC T S .

Another sore grievance that calls for the consideration of this Convention
is the treatment of convicts, a large proportion of whom are colored. It is
inhuman and cruel in the extreme. We do not refer to those that are kept
within the walls. Tlicy are under the immediate care and supervision 0 {
the management, and we bcUeve considerately treated. But most of the
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